M. Daladier at Grips with Party Passions   83
leaders in the same political army. When they spoke of
one another in private they were by turns ironical, acrid,
severe, never kindly. In public they affected mutual
regard, but it did not go beyond superficial expression
accompanied by negative reservations. They never helped
one another and, when they could, thwarted each other.
In the Chamber of Deputies M. Herriot did not exercise
in favour of M. Daladier the various prerogatives which
allow the man who presides to ward off unforeseen difficulties
from the Head of the Government. Furthermore, M. Herriot
was still smarting from the masterly skill with which, some
months previously, M. Daladier, by instigating the re-election
of M. Lebrun, had barred his way (and that of M. Pietri,
M. Bouisson, champion of M. Laval, M. Queuille, and others
as well) to the Presidency of the Republic.
But" it's war." Abruptly the old quarrels grew blurred
in M. Daladier's mind. He had gone the round of the
men qualified to represent before the world democratic
France at war, with the maximum of credit, experience,
culture and intellectual probity. In the scales of merit,
M. Herriot unquestionably carried the most weight. He
was the Frenchman whose name in America had the
prestige of being that of the Premier, who, at the beginning
of 1933, had preferred to sacrifice his Government rather
than follow the gross error of a foolish majority who
insisted on the cessation of payment of interest on the
war debt to the United States.
M. Herriot could not believe his ears when M. Daladier
made the offer on which he had just decided. Probably
he suspected a manoeuvre. His critical mind had speedily
reckoned up the honour done him by the one from whom
he least expected it, together with the responsibilities he
would incur, the services he might be able to render, and
the enmities which would quickly arise. " Come, it is
your duty," was what he was being told. " At the Quai
d'Orsay we need a faith, a doctrine, a capable head,
endurance ; in short, a man/'